
ever, as we had some types that were considered suitable only 
for training the shortage indicated by the diagram was a real 
one. The rapid rise in the latter months of the war shows 
that the great difficulties of manufacture of this type of 
material were being overcome toward the end of the war. In 
considering the facts presented by this diagram it is to be 
borne in mind that all suitable pieces of artillery are taken 
into account from the date they were produced or secured 
whether they were then located in America or in France. The 
comparison is between the men that we had and the guns 
that we had each month. 

S U M M A R Y 

1. When war was declared the United States had sufficient 
light artillery to equip an army of 500,000 men, and shortly 
found itself confronted with the problem of preparing to equip 
5,000,000 men. 

2. To meet the situation it was decided in June, 1917, to 
allot our guns to training purposes and to equip our forces 
in France with artillery conforming to the French and British 
standard calibers. 

3. It was arranged that we should purchase from the French 
and British the artillery needed for our first divisions and 
ship them in return equivalent amounts of steel, copper, and 
other raw materials so that they could either manufacture 
guns for us in their own factories or give us guns out of their 
stocks and replace them by new ones made from our materials. 

4. Up to the end of April, 1919, the number of complete 
artillery units produced in American plants was more than 
3,000, or equal to all those purchased from the French and 
British during the war. 

5. The number of rounds of complete artillery ammunition 
produced in American plants was in excess of 20,000,000, as 
compared with 10,000,000 rounds secured from the French 
and British. 

6. In the first 20 months after the declaration of war by 
each country the British did better than we did in the produc­
tion of light artillery, and we excelled them in producing 
heavy artillery and both light and heavy shells. 


